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assumption that Lewis XVI. was not only incapable of
speaking for himself, but needed careful preparation
even to enable him to play the part of chorus to his
wife's remarks, are equally astounding.

A letter written a few days later by Lewis XYI. to
Lafayette in the sense suggested by Mirabeau was
found in the celebrated iron cupboard of the Tuileries.
This letter was never sent; but Marie Antoinette, in an
interview with the general, urged him to act with
Mirabeau, of whom she spoke sufficiently well to excite
Lafayette's suspicions. He too had shortly before
given advice to the Court, and had asked for and
obtained from the king a promise of full and undivided
confidence. Was he now to share this with Mirabeau ?
"I have," he said, "overcome the king of England in
his might, the king of France in his authority, the
people in their fury. I shall not yield to M. de
Mirabeau." " Good clap-trap," said Mirabeau, irritated
by such sententious vanity, "but he shall pay for it
sooner or later." His dislike of Lafayette was still
more embittered when the opposition of the commander
of the National Guard disappointed his hope of being
elected president of the Assembly at the time of the
Festival of the Federation (July 14). Lafayette
said that, when deputations from every part of the
country were assembled to celebrate the birth of liberty,
a citizen of untarnished virtue ought to preside over the
legislature, and through his influence M. de Bonnai, a
popular and respectable member of the Eight, was
chosen. It is not uncharitable to suppose that it was
not the tarnished past of the great orator alone which
disqualified him in the eyes of " CromwelJ-Grandison."